JANUARY FROM THE PRINCIPAL.....
2010

Hello! Two years ago Prairie Hill School District 133 began the process of
revamping our school safety plan. Even though it was well designed, we

felt there were a number of important aspects to the plan that could be im-
§ W 2 proved. In November of 2007, we entered into the Northern Illinois Emer-

gency Readiness Consortium along with 15 other area school districts. As
part of this consortium, these districts met monthly to assist each school in
planning and preparing for any potential crisis or hazards that could possi-
bility occur. Each school conducted threat assessments, trained staff, and
took part in building security inspections with the help of state and local
law enforcement and emergency response professionals. Willowbrook
Middle School’s emergency response plan includes two lockdown proce-
dures that address a multitude of possible scenarios. They are termed
Hard and Soft Lockdowns and will be immediately implemented depend-
ing on the circumstance. In other words, please don’t be alarmed if your
son and daughter explains that Willowbrook School was placed in a Hard
or Soft Lockdown. If an actual crisis situation occurs, parents will be im-
mediately notified via our telephone calling system or a letter home. Al-
though incidents of targeted school violence are rare, we want our commu-
nity, parents, students and staff to be confident that regardless of the cir-
cumstance, a plan is in place to address possible emergencies.

NEWSLETTERS ON THE WEB

The Newsletters from Prairie Hill and Willowbrook are now
available on the website! We will no longer send home the
Newsletter unless you specifically ask for it.

To try and reduce our paper consumption and copying costs, the January
newsletter will be the last one sent home to each family. Starting next
month, we ask families to use the website to get the calendar information,
lunch menus and other information that is in the newsletters.

If you don’t have access to the website and would like a paper copy sent
home with your child, please send a note to Mary Rayment (WMS) or
Kathy Noorlag (PHS) letting them know.
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JANUARY EVENTS

Mon. 1/4
Tues. 1/5
Thurs. 1/7

Fri. 1/8

Mon. 1/11

Tues. 1/12
Thurs.1/14
Fri. 1/15
Mon. 1/18
Tues. 1/19
Thurs. 1/21
Mon. 1/25
Tues. 1/26

Wed. 1/27
Thurs. 1/28

Looking Ahead

Mon. 2/1
Tues. 2/2
Thurs. 2/4
Sat. 2/6

School Resumes

Boys B-Ball Roscoe Middle School @ WMS 4:15 PM

Quiz Bowl Tryouts 2:30 PM

Boys B-Ball WMS @ Stephen Mack 4:15 PM

Geography Bee 9:30—11:00 AM

Quiz Bowl Tryouts 2:30 PM

Boys B-ball Tournament JV @ Harlem Varsity @ RMS Time TBA
Music Advocates Library 7:00—8:00 PM

Boys B-ball Tournament JV @ Harlem Varsity @ RMS Time TBA
Boys B-ball Tournament JV @ Harlem Varsity @ RMS Time TBA
NO SCHOOL

NO SCHOOL

Girls’ B-Ball WMS @ Freeport 4:15 PM
Girls’ B-Ball Harlem @ WMS 4:15 PM
Girls’ B-Ball WMS @ Pecatonica 4:15 PM \L e
Girls’ B-Ball WMS @ Lutheran 4:15 PM ‘
Board Meeting 6:30 Library = | e
Rube Goldberg A.P. Room 6:00—7:00 PM :K ~ .
Girls’ B-Ball WMS @ Christian Life 4:15 PM

Girls’ B-ball WMS @ Harlem 4:15 PM
Girls’ B-ball Rockford Christian @ WMS 4:15 PM
Girls’ B-ball WMS @ Roscoe Middle School 4:15 PM

Java Jam

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS

If you have not been receiving automated messages from the school via the phone, like the one
that was sent out regarding the school snow day, please contact the

district office @ 815-389-3958.



LIBRARY NEWS

OVERDUES/FINES:

The numbers of overdue books and fines are increasingly high at /
WMS. Please know that students are given a verbal due date along with a '
due date card in their book at time of checkout. They are encouraged to
write this due date down in their agendas as if it were homework for
the night before it's due. A student can come in on or before the due
date and renew the book without even having the book with them! They have
been told this information numerous times. With the ability to do this, there should never be
overdue books.

When a library book becomes 30 days or more overdue, it automatically goes into our system as a
"lost" book. At that time, students are sent a bill for the replacement of this book along with the
overdue charges that continue to accumulate at .05 each school day. This should never happen if a
student would just know when their books is originally due. Notices are sent home weekly in Fri-
day folders. At any time if a student is not sure when their book is due, they are free to stop in and
check with me. Please help your children better understand what their responsibility is for return-
ing their books on time, so that the numbers of overdues can decrease.

HOILIDAY LIBRARY CHECKOUTS

Please be aware that many students will have library books that will come due on their first day
back from winter break - January 4, 2010. If they forget them at home, they can come in and ask
to renew them so they do not become late.

REBECCA CAUDILL BOOKS

Students have until Friday, February 12, 2010 to read as many Caudill books as they can. The 5th
grade class that reads the most books will receive a pizza lunch. The 6th - 7th - 8th grade classes
that have the most eligible students (read 3 or more) will receive a pizza lunch. The junior high
numbers are way down at this time. So READ READ READ so your homeroom can have a pizza
lunch from the library! Remember to turn in your verification slips to the library after you read a
Caudill.

MOVE OVER CINNABON

/Starting January, 2010, the Willowbrook Middle School cooks will be of-
fering the new “Willowbrook Willowbon” . Every Friday morning, the
students will be allowed in the cafeteria at 7:15 AM to purchase a Fresh Home
e made Cinnamon Roll with milk for $1.50. This fee includes milk, however, if a
student does not want milk, the fee will remain $1.50. Students may either bring
cash or have it deducted from their lunch account.




JAVA JAM AND JUST DESSERTS

% FEBRUARY 6, 2010 1-4 PM

o Come watch our very talented choir and band students perform! Join us
% % for the Willowbrook Middle School Music Advocates Annual Fund
£ 9 Raiser. This year we will enjoy an afternoon of music while savoring
homemade desserts and coffee.

Mar k your calendar now, dondét miss this
too!! Entrance into the event will be $5.00 per person; no family pays more than $20.00!
Everyone must purchase a ticket to attend. All tickets come with a free raffle ticket! Vol-
unteers are still needed. Please contact Mr. Gregoire or Mrs. Julian @ 815-389-3957.

ANGELS IN WAITING

Our purpose is to provide support to families who have children that attend Prairie Hill and
Willowbrook Middle School who are in crisis due to a death, divorce or illness. Since we are an
extended “family”, it is important that we not only provide a safe, nurturing educational envi-
ronment for our children to learn, but that we understand how to provide our families the addi-

tional support when a crisis arises.
Some of the support services provided if needed are: 5 =~

* Bring a meal

*® Run an errand e
* Provide some type of representation at a funeral

* Link to community resources

* Help with chores

*® Provide transportation

* Provide a temporary break for a loved one to run errands, rest, etc.

IF YOU ARE IN NEED, OR KNOW SOMEONE IN OUR “FAMILY” IN NEED,
PLEASE LET THE SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION KNOW. ALL INFORMATION
WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL, AND THOSE VOLUNTEERING WILL ONLY BE
INFORMED OF WHAT THEY CAN DO TO HELP. NO DETAILS ABOUT THE

CRISIS WILL BE SHARED.

If you are interested in becoming a part of this newly formed group, please contact Jilly Martini
at (815) 222-7378.

PLEASE KNOW THAT THIS GROUP IS UNABLE TO PROVIDE ANY
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE



